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“Travellers Rest”

RAVELLERS REST” gained its name, which it has worthily borne for over ninet ears, from the

it has entertained. John Overton, afterward Justice of the Supreme Court, came from Virginia in 13

log house on the site of th present building He was one of 0 practice m thi
and the little brick office in the yard was also the first law school pioneer lawyers wert
home meanwhile with Judge Overton in the house which had been enl: he erowing needs of hi

In 1820, being then well advanced in years, he married Mrs. Mary White May, the widow of Dr. Fr

their marriage the house was enlarged to practically its present proportions

Judge Overton and General Andrew Jackson were warm personal and political friends and the correspondence

during the period of Jackson's presidency and until the former’s death was voluminous and intima

Colonel John Overton, inherited the place. He married first, Miss Rachel Harding, who lived only a few y«

late John Overton of Memphis. His second wife was Miss Harriet Maxwell, a girl of eighteen when she came
Rest.” It was during their long life there together, of over forty years, that the hospitality of the place
During the four troubled years of the Civil War, the house was never closed, and although situated almo
escaped practically uninjured
In the winter of 1864, when Hood made his remarkable march into Tennessee, the present sitting room a
his headquarters for a few days. Mrs. Overton was often heard to say that the proudest day of her lif¢

day in December when seven Confederate Generals sat at her dining table




Through the long, anxious years of rec tion ¢ atur : ; i iti

w ; ; - = g, 4‘1 us years of reconstruction and the natural troubles of readjustment, atter the upheaval of social conditions,

I()HL 1.1‘1& rs. Overton’s home circle continued unbroken and the house became the center of an ever widening circle of friends
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ind relatives. 'Ihe:\ lived to see all of their six children married, and, with one exception, living in the immediate vicinity of the
nll(,l home place. Since their deaths, which occurred within a few weeks of each other, the house is owned and occupied by their
‘y |1§-st son, May .()\'crt(.»n. under whose loving care many improvements have been made, but the house itself has been kept unchanged
In 1ts unpretentious, home-like exterior.

['his sketch should not end withcut mentioning Mrs. Overton’s old-fashioned garden which stood, in a way, as the mother
garden of all those in the neighborhood. Whenever a new home was started she felt it her oreatest pleasure to make the first
donation to the garden, and many of her friends have some beautiful reminder of her in the living presence of a rose, a jasmin
or a clump of snowy phlox. »

Quwerton had his Law School

*The Old Garden”

“Oh! far away, in some serener air,
T he eyes that loved them see a heavenly dawn
How can they bloom without her tender care?
Why should they live when her sweet life is gone?”
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“Ravenscroft”

FHIENhome of 'Dr. and Mss. =W G

Ewing was built on a part of the

original Overton grant of land.
[t was the home of Mr. Robert Overton,
and, after his death, it passed into the

hands of his sister, Mrs. Ewing
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“Oak Hill”

HE residence of Mr. and Mrs. Van Leer Kirkman, like

many other homes on the Franklin Pike, is situated on a

portion of the battle field of Nashville. Many relics of
this conflict are here preserved. On the lovely lawn, immediately
in front of the house, is a cannon which was used in this great
battle, and every year a mocking bird builds its nest in it. All
day and at night, when the moon shines, as it sits on this grim
emblem of war, it pours forth its soul in beautiful songs of hope
and peace.

Nothing has more distinguished this home than its gracious
hospitality. This was especially notable during the Tennessee
Centennial Exposition, when, as President of the Woman’s
Board, Mrs. Kirkman gave weekly receptions at which many
people of distinction were entertained. The charm of this place
and the grace and beauty of its hostess are expressed in a little
poem which was written by Miss Garland in appreciation of
this charming home.—M. W. C.
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A Drive to “Oak Hill™

"T1is early morn
rds awake
ryriad daist
1 nd wild-rose
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