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Incomplete letter Frpm Friedrich les~ler; location unknown
| £3 parents and siblings
of (early Octobef (7)), 1864,

-+.God has arranged our separation for a good purpose and He will wateh
over us for our besre, Dear parents, don't be concerned,.I am under God's
protection who is our highest head.

Although I am a siranger to my new comrades, I wil} get to know them
soon for what (iod does is well done, which {s will be mv consolation, Don't
let the thought cross your mind to have had a stand-in for me. No, forget
this didea for I have the highest hope that hy spring everything will be over
and, Cod willing, T shall be home healthy and well. I vish you good luck
and Lest health. Now T will cloge ny letter with many fhousand greetingsg
and hope that these few lines will reach vou as healthy as they leave me.

Friedrich Clessler |
Creetings to all friends and acquaintances and tel] them I am still the old
Friedrich but somewhat fatter, Creetings from Philipp fehres to all of vou,
I remain your Faithful son.

Friedrich Giessler
Dear siblings,

T thinlk each of You has thought of me since T left. Follow your ways

a4 smooth path, Tryst in fod and Pray diligently for me and yourselves,
Then we ghall Meet again.
your good hrother Friedrich Glessler
You can't write to me until 71 write apain. 1 don't know 1f we will be
here for long or not, 1 surely will Stayv in this world and then I will write

You where T am.
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I am not yet at my Regiment and -on't know when we will joiln the
Regiment. Tt 1s our business at present to guard the freight cars from
Schedenuke { Chattannoga?) to Atlanta. 1 don't like 1t very much because
most of the time we are sitting on the cars' roofs may 1t rain or not and
the Horillers (CGuerillas?) are rather bhad. They tear up the railroad and
then it means life or death. Last weelk two trains collided. There were
3 death and 20 wounded. Fortunately I was on the 3rd train which was
stopped by the signalling of the flag. Vhere we finally left the train we
had to stay for one day until everything was in order again. But I am
plad that we are not with the Regiment. As far as I know it is pursued
by the Southern General Hut (J.B. Hood?) . They hav: to march like mad,
day and night.

Dear Parents,

You wrote to me that I shou. 1 not hesitate to srite you when I need
money. I have not done this vet. I have borrowed 6 thaler: (dollars)
from Josef Hellir with the intenl ion that you woul - give the money to his
wife as soon as you receive this letter. She already knows about it. He
has written to her. Be so kind t» write me when -ou have delivered the
money. I think we will draw our »vay before that money is spent.

Ferhaps vou think T am wasting my money unanecessarily because it is
already gone. But when I buy a p ece of bread I-have to pay three times
as much and most of the time one ¢annot get anyt ing. T had to be satisfied
for three davs with no more than crackers. Bu: it was as if God had
it blessed threefold. But not T ° ave rlenty aga:in. 1 don't save on food
when 1 can get it. When we don't get paid T write home for it, hoping I

mav veceive 1it.
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Letter from ¥riedrich fiessler, bo]um?us

to .hils parents

of 13 October 18A4.
Dear PTarents,

I received your letter. Heinrich Miller brought 1t here and I was
delighted to learn that you ave in sood health, ,I had myv picture taken
to send it to vou. It costs 15 c.

&s things are here, it is rather dangerous to send money. I think
Michael Pdlieper will come home. He will leave some money with me and
you can give him that much when he comes home.

I don't knov of anything now. Philipp Cehres is gone as I ..rote
you Ir my last letter. Perhaps that letter got lost. I am still here.
For how long, I don't know. Perhaps one more dav, perhaps one more week.
Cod knows where we go, Cod knows but I don't.

I wish that mv picture will reach vou is such good health as I was
when it left me. Creet all my friedds and acquaintances, the preacher and
his family. You may write if vyou want. Tt is not adviseable to write
tecavse I don't know how and when. The letter can only he forwarded but
at additional cost.

Your son,
Friedrich Gilessler, So long.
Letter from Friedrich Ciessler, Neschwil (Nashville, Tenn.?)
to Parents, siblings, and friends.
of 19 October 1864
Dear Parents and siblings and all Friends,
I want to let vou know whé;e I am. We are now in Neschwil, Tenesi

(Fashville, "enn.?). "6 Je- “elum*us last Saturdar to travel to Inschenablis
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{Indianapolis?), then to Schewersen-il (Jeffersonvilile?), From there we
went across by steamship to Luswilll ¥Yentoki (Louisville, Ky?). Trom
Luswill we came here and will go to Schetenieker (Chattanooga, Tenun.?)
tomorrow to jbin our regiment which is the 4th Oh (Ohio?) Regiment.
Dear Parents and siblings,

Thanks to God I am still quite healthy and well and wish you the same.
I sawv Philipp Kreuscher. He is in the same house with me but we can't
pet together. Why? ‘here are 625 rooms apd he 1s at one end and I am at
the other and we are led in and.out under guard.

GCod willing we shall come home soon. ' As one'hears, it is over soon.
Our dear God cannot wateh it any longer. The soldiers are a god-forsaken
reople. But there are also scme Christians here,

I am sending these few lines in Josef iHeller's letter and wish that
Cod does keep you healthy.

Your son and brother,
Friedrich Ciessler
1 expect an early reply. My address is as follows
(address 1is missing
in the copy of the
oripginal letter).
Letter from Philipp Cehres
to Johaunes Ciessler
of .... 1864 (probably late October).
Dear friend .Johannes Giessler,

I and vour Triedrich are not together. They separated us In Kolumbus
but I have seen him again in Schetenuka (Chattanooga?) since. He is very
well nod cheerful in what he is doing.

There 1s much to see here which gives us much pleasure. It is not

the way vou think 1t is. You mav think he 1s homesick, but don't think so.
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If 1t 4s God's will, we shall step into your midst together again in
geod health. Trust in Cod Is our only protection. I hope He will lead
us along the right path so that we will not become unfaithful.

With this I shall close with best regards to all. Special greetings
to your 3 girls and Johann. Stay well till we meet again.

Philipp Gehres.
Letter from Friedrich Giesslef, Schetinuker (Chattanooga?)
to Parents and siblings

of 23 October 1864 )

Dear Parents and Siblings,

I reach for the pen to write to you and wish that these few lines
reach vou in so good health as they leave me.

We are not vet with our FRegiment. T don't know when we will reach
the Repgiment. Ve will probably not he here for lomg. I and Michael
Pflieger are room mates.

Now T will tell you something about our environment. Here are 6000
men and wherever one looks everything is lively and destroved. I saw what
T would not have believed 1f someone else would not have tpld me. T will
write you how it is with the food. Ve are on half rations. But thanks to
God I am quite healthy and well, We will be getting more when we are with
the Regiment. Sundays are not noticeable but I know when Sunday is and
I always get a feeling that wants me to go tb church when it is Sunday.
But I have a (New) Testament and a sonpbool with me. Whenever there is
some time I can edify mvself, too.

Now T will write you what special pleasure 1 experienced when T came
here. Suddenly from hehind ?hiiipp Cehres walked up to me and shouted

Ciessler. I can't remember how T felt. T was auite stunned. He then
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admonished me that T sbould write hore evervthing. Now I will write that
he left for Atlanda (Atlanta, Ga.?). It is 180 miles from here and it
will take them about 3 weeks because they have to march and drive cattle.
He told me T should write that he will not be writing until he arrivéd at
his destination. He sends greetings thousandfold to all and in particular
to his father and siblings. |
T also will not write anymore until T have joined wv Regiment. I wish
that our dear God heep you healthy and well until we meet again. I will
close my Jetter with many thousand greetings to all of vou.
Your son and hrother,
Friedrich iessler
Repards to the preacher and his family. Creetings thousandfold to all
fnaie and ferale) cousins and their children. Tell Adam Schaadt, if he
is still at howme, to remain the good friend of mire he alvays was. Greet
him many times, too. fGreetings to all who ask for me. Pray to God for
peace in our land because there is woe whenever one listens. Pray diligently
for me. You cannot write to me until T write you again-because the letters
would arrive at the_Regiment before T do and will be returned if T am not
there,
Friedrich Giessler
Letter from Friedrich Giessler, Atlanta
to Parents and Siblings
of Novemher 7, 1864
Near Tarents and Siblings,
I reach for the pen to wr%tc a few lipes to ygu and hepe they find

you in the same good health vhen they arrive as thev leave me.
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T would like to make a briel remarl about the climate here. During
the night it 1s very cold but it 4s het during the day. VWhen it rains,
it does so for quite a while.

I have no news. You know more of the conditions in our country
than I.do. One hears that the election will be concluded.in Linklns
{Lincoln's?) favor. Time goes by sco fast., It appears to me as if it
were only one week since T left vou. I wish vou feel the same way? It
would be good.

Tell Miller's family that he is still healthy and I saw him yesterdav.

I close my letter with way thousand greetings for you and all friends

v zn?

o

and zcquaintances and particularly for the preacher and his far
#1707 (umle o Terale) cousins.
Your faithful son and brother,
Friedrich Giessler
Vhen you write, send me some postape stamps if you like. Thev are
hhrd to get. You can write to me., There is a man with me who has a

trother in Schettenuka (Chattanooga?). Ve can use his address on the

1

m

tters an. when we are pone he will mail the letters to us where we
are. The address is as follows

Fredrick CGiessler. Cr Jacob Flonse

EX. (?). U.S.V. (7). Inz. Chattanocoga

Terna

Letter from Friedrich Miessler, Bulasta Tennisi (Pulaski, Tenn.?)

to Farents and Sihlings

of Yovemher 20, 1564
Much beloved Parents and Siblings,

I want to let you know that I am now with my Regiment, that is ip
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fulasta Tennisi (Pulaski, Tenn.?). Ve arrived vesterdav., T don't know
how long we will be here, perhaps for the whole winter.

I have made a nice house from board and 7ichern {twigs?) wherein we
are very satisfied. When we arrived here Josef Hellir, whc had left a
few cdays ahead of me, came to ve and brought the letter vou had enclosed
in his. T was so glad to see that all of you are still in pood health.‘
T felt s if all of you would be right here with me while I was reading
the letter.

Ve were separated but T came to stay with Josef H, in his tent.
There are 5 men in each tent. Iichael Pf. 4s in the tent next to mine.
I am in good ceompany. Tﬁey pray every morning and eveninp. This makes
ma feel like home and as if I would hear father praying. I like it very
rruch here,

Fvervthing here is quite muddy and I hope it will be better soon. Tt
has rained 4 days in a Tow.

Dear Parents,

Don't be concerned about me. Only ask for God's protection for me.
Then it may go as it will, I am cared for and if we should not meet again
on earth, we will see everybody's hand (signature?) on the letter.

I have learned that the regiment Fhiiipp Kreuscher and tﬁe Geiers
bovs belong to is only half a mile away. I would have gone to see them
but didn't have time yet. T liked to write to you to let you know that

I am still guite healthy and that I receive a reply from vou soon.

Dear Parents,

You write to me with regard to the monev. I already wrote to vou in
my last letter that I borrowed 6 Taler (dollars?) from Joseph N, If vou

recefved the Jetter vou alreadv rave the menev to his wife, if not give 4t
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to her and write me atout it in the ncxt letter. But the money 1is alrost
fFone alreadyi T nurchased a ruhher blanlet. That took auite a bit of
roney. If you want you mey send me some money because I don't know when
ve get our pay. Ferhaps it will take 6 months. T need some meney to buy
the necessary things. VYou could éend nostare stamps.- You could enclose a
few in each letter.. Tut do send gfeenbacks because'tﬁe other monev isn't
goced for anything here.

If you have the address of Philipn fehres, write it to me becsuse T
veuld lile to write him one of these davs,

T want to close hopirg that this letter reaches vou in such pood

health as it leaves re.

Your son and hrother,
Priedrich fdiessler
Creetings to all friends and acquaintances, particularly to Pallipp
Fott and also to all (male and female) cousins and to the preacher and

‘his familv. Cordial greetings to all of vou. So long until we meet

again. Amen,

WAtp s GRESL WAL cor
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letter from Friedrich Giessler, Nestchwiell] tenesl (Nashville, Tenn. ?)
to Parents and Siblings
of December 6, 1864,

with remark by the person who copied the original letters:
"To this we replied on 18th December."

Dear Parents and Siblings, I am reaching for the pen to write to you and
wish that this letter reaches You in better health than it left me. I want you
to know that I am not quite healthy. I had a bad cold. But I am feeling better
again and I am still with my Regiment. If it is God's will T may be able to
assume my regular duties again soon.

We had to march very hard, day and night. The Southerners were on our
backs all the time. Our Regiment was fortunate to be in no real danger.

We were in reserve. The 64th Reg. was in a hard fight. Yesterday I saw Philipp
K. (Kreusther ?) and Edwart . They are still quite healthy and well.

I don't know for how long we will be safe here. The Scutherners want to
have MNeschwill (Nashville?) now or.bury their last man. 1t will cost many
a life yet., I think we are entrenched too well for him to conguer it readily,
that is the old general Hutt (Hocd 7).

I still trust in my dear Savier. So far He has led me safely. If it is
his will He will keep me further.

Dear Parents and Ge.(Siblings), I don't know what is wrong that T don't
receive any letters from you. You enclosed two notes in the letter of J. He.
(Josef Heller). I have sent you two letters already and T should have received
replies aiready for I always enclosed the address in each letter. But I am
quite satisfied with the few news I received of you. You write me that you
still are quite healthy which makes me truly happy. J. He. received a letter
yesterday evening and there was nothing te be seen about you except that vyou

gave to his wife the 6 T. (dollars). This made me very happy because it shows



that you must have received the letter T wrote on 8th No. (Novemler) were
it was mentioned that you should gilve to the wife of J. H. 6 T(dollars).
It is said here that a call is out for three hundred thousand fresh soldiers.

Write me if there is any basis for it.  In the last battle about 8 Hu. (800)

-

were killed on our side and on the Southern side 6 thousand, as 1t is reported.
E. Gei. (E. Geier?) said in all the battles he had never seen men piled up

that high. 1In most places 4 on top of each other. This was rather thick.

We were ahout half an hour away from the same place where the cannonade took
place. It was in Frenklin Tenesi (Franklin, Tenn.?) where our people were

e

entrenchediéjThe Southerners attacked them at the right and left wings thus
enabling them to throw Kugeln (bullets and cannon balls) into our fortifications.
They wanted to capture us the next morning but were unsuccessful. Our cannons
kept them back till we were out of the way. We had to run with bag and baggage
for 2 miles.
Tell all (male and female) cousins that I would have written them already.
But here one must steal the time for writing and then, too, . . - has paper
one can hardly hold on to it to write on it, it is soon dirty. Tell them I
wish them much luck. Greetings to Philipp Schaadt and his family aud to all
nelichbors many thousand greetings. Give my regards to Freidrich Schaadt and
his siblings. Regards to Friedrich Schaadt. arnd Peter Gehres. Greetings to
my godfather and godmother ond their son Peter. Greetings to all who ask Tor me.
I want to close with many thousand greetings for all of you and remain your
faithful son and brother.
Friedrich Giessler.
Mytaddress is as follows
Frdrich (sic) Giessler HMashville
Tannisce 41 Reger. Co. . o. V. J.
4th Army Corps.
Dear Siblings, T would like to write a’little to vou about my Sundays,

-
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Here I have to stay in one place unless w2z happen to he marching and then I
have no time to read evén one chapter onlv. You have the custem to go to
church on Sunday and then to paylvisits. This 1s all right and well. But
wﬁen you all are together then, instead of enjoying worldly entertainment ,
think of the many thousands who will give their lives. in this dangerous war.
Pray fﬁ} cur land, that will bring you more blessing, for an end of the war.
It is God who will bring Dgggg-at His time., T am feeling mucﬁ better than I

did this morning.

Friedrich Giessler.
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Letter from friedrich Giessler, Neschwill (Nashville, Tenn?)

te Parents and Siblings.

of 14 December 1864
with remark by Elissabeth Giessler:

Dear Parents and Siblings, I want to reach for the pen to write to you a
little and wish that this letter will find you in the best of health.

I received on the 1lth the letter you wrote on the 5th and learned from
it that all of you are still.heaithy which made me very happy; I would have
written already -some time ago but it wés too cold for writing. It was alfhost
as cold here as it was last Yew Year's Day at home. 1 thought I would wait
until T came to a warm place. Yow I am in the hospital in Neschwill (Nashville?)
where it is very warm and I like it here very much,

It is easy to guess why I am Here. I am not quite ir good health and
would not yet have been sent here. But our Regiment received marching orders.
Because of this they issued én order that everybody not healthy enough to endure
a march of 100 miles should reporf. Our sergeant told me to report under .this
crder because I were not strong enough to endure such a march. This was all
right with me. T am not seriously ill. I have had mumps which I got rid of
soon but it affected my back and part of my Gehwerg(Gehwerk: part of body
used for walking; could be legs only but could also include hips, etc.) which
made it difficult te walk.

I have a good bed here and when I want to lie down, I can do so. If it is
God's will I shall be better soon. 1t is better to be here than with the Regi-
ment. Therefore don't be concerned about me. Remember ﬁhat the dear Savior is

here, too, if we only scarch for him. Decauvse He himself says scek and vye
shall find.

Dear Parents, in your last letter you wrote me that you had written to
me on 7th No. {(November?).. I have not yet received this letter. In your most

recent letter I found 2 Th. (dollars?) and 3 postage stamps which gave me
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great pleasure. I think all the letters yeou sent to Schettenuke (Chattanooga ?)
are lost because it said that the mail was robbed between Neschwiel (Nashville?)
and Schettenuke(Chattanooga?).

Dear Parents and Siblings, don't worry about me because I am in the
hospital. But you don't know that there are only two places for a soldier, his
Regiment and the hospital. You have no idea of both, the particularly not of=
the first of the two. Therefore trust in God, who is the head of both places,
that he will bring home your son and brother as healthy and well as he took
him from you. I for my part are confident that our dear God will lead me back
te my homeland when my time is up. Hope maketh not ashamed.

I want to clese with many thousand greetings to all of you and remain

Your faithful son and brother
Friedrich Giessler.

Dear Cousin Philipp Giessler, vou must not be annoyed that I don't write
to you because I don't know what to write. T would have to write to you the
same I write to my parents and the paper is hard to comé by. Although there
are preachers giving away paper to the soldiers it is not much. You can see
everything in my letter.

You friend Friedrich Giessler.

Greetings to you and your family. Greetings to cousin Adam Schaadt and his
family. Greetings teo all who ask for me.

Friedrich Giessler 1864.
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Letter from Friedrich Giessler, Neswiell Tennissie (Nashville, Tenn.?)

to Parents and Siblings

of 18 December 1864 (’”
with note of person who copied criginal letters: ~

"We received vour letter of the 1Bth on the 264th December.'

Much beloved Parents and Siblings, I will reach for the pen to write you
how we are. Thanks to God I am better again and, except in my back, feel qguite
well. 1 have a rather heavy rheumatism but otherwise everything 1s all right
again., T have a good appetite. I could eat more if I could get it. I wish
that this letter reaches vou in the best of health and that ocur dear God will
keep you healthy and well.

1 also want to let you know how we are dressed in the hospital. We have
white shirts and underwear, and fine shoes, finer than I have ever seen any all
my life.

Perhaps T am lacky thisg time that T am here because they have heavy fighting
going on for two days already and our Regiment is saild to be quite determined.
They are chasing "the 0ld Hat" (cld general Hood?) back to Franklin where one
will hear of g battle that never before had had its equal. Thursday they brought
2,000 prisoners here, and Friday 150 prisoners. It was a strange sight to look
at them. Some of them were wearing their coats, others only half of it. Tt
was a moving experience for any human béing who had some feeling left in him.

I cannot comprehend how God can have so much patience with the human race instead
of wiping them off the face of the earth instantaneously,for here the dear Sunday
is completely forgotten. I think God struck men blind so that they cannot

see anymore with seeing cyes. lHumans here have no feelings. ilere a human

life is appreciated no more than tge life oa an animal of heme. God knows when
the time 1s right and if he savs the word everything will come to an end. I

hope the measure will be full soon and the Inrd will give us again the precious
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peace in the land. And now I admonish vru, dear Parentg-and Siblings and also
all friends and acquaintances not to forget to pray for(our suffering country.
Pray to the Lord that he may again-care for us and again give us peace.

Dear Parents, I have seen many things since I left home. I have already
seen how to eat bread in the army. I now know, too, what it means to be tired.
i1 was never tired at home. Man can endure more than one thinks. I marched
from 10 o'clock in the morning to 10 o'cleck in the morning again, carrying 60
pounds on my back without anything to eat. I was tired then.

Dear Parents, you write that you want to send me some money whenever I
would ask for it. If you like you could send me about 5 Thaler {dollars?) in
your next letter and also some postage stamps because I would like to eat
something now and then and 11 I don't have money T can't get it. Everything
here is very expensive. What you can buy for 10 L(c; cents?) here and one apple
15 to 20 L. This is too much. I rather cat no apple until 1 am back home. I
am rvunning out of paper again. This is also expensive here. If T would have
stayed with the Regiment you would not have to send money because there is pay
day soon. I don't know when I will be with my Regiment again. I still have some
money but it will not last long.

I will close with many thousand (greetings) to a2ll of vou and remain

vour faithful son and brother
Friedrich Giessler.

If I am not mistaken it is Christwas next Sundav. I wish you have a true
Christmas celebration. 1 Jon't lnow if the Christhindpen (Christehild) will
bring me something or not. Wrilec me as soon as reossible. The address is as follows.
US Hosbital N 13 Wart N 2.
Nashville Tennissce

Greetings to the preacher and all who ask for me.



Ietter from Friedrich Giessler, Nashville Tenissée Nashville, Tenn.)

to Parengs and S5iblings

of 25 {December) 1864
With note by person who copled the original letters:

"Da. G. (replied to)(this letter) on 8 January 1865."

Muech beloved Parents and Siblings, As a New Years present 1 want to
write yvou a few lines and hope that'this letter reaches you in such good health
as it leaves me. )

I am still at my old place but, thanks to God, I am all right again soon.
I still have rheumatism in my back but otherwise I am healthy.

Dear Parents and Ge.{Siblings), this ig the first Christmas I celebrate
separated from vou. But because it was qu's dispensation T can submit to it
readily. When I wake up this morning, my first thought was what may be going
on at home this morning. It struck me that someboiy said where was
our Friedrichi be today. But this thought was gone scon. Then I thought about
the church where, T believe, the beautiful song was sung apgain

Hear, how the choir of angels sings,

Hear, how the air rescunds and rings,

See, how above the lights dJdo glow,

See, how they spread around the globe
and so on. I wished I could have been home only for as long as the church
service lasts.

The fact that today is Christmas is noticed here, toe. I think at home 1T
never has a midday dinner as gocd as the one we had here today. It was our
Christmas present and for it T want to (thank) from my lieart Cod and those
who prepared it. i

Dear Parents, don't be concerned about me because I was not yet homesick,

not for one minute and I think, too, that I will get it. Perhaps you thought



} f\/@ )
many times is he homesick already? This i% not important to me because it
would be of nu use. 1 dqn't know hﬁw long I will stay here. This morning
I talked to the doctor. He told me that he would get me a job in the
hospital where I could do light work until I would be quite healthy again and
ready for military duty. I hope to get a job here and then I will do faithfully
what 1 am told to do. Yesterday the major told one of us that he could serve
his entire year here, if he was faithful.

I want to close with many thousand greetings to all of you and remain

your faithful son and brother
Friedrich Giessler

This is the best present I could give you. For this time, God be with you
and keep you in good health. So long until we meet apain. Don't write until
I write you again where I am. Greetings to all friends without exception and
to the preacher and all who ask for me. Amen.

Friedrich Giessler.
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Letter from Friedrich Giessler, Nashville Tennissee(fennessee?)

tn Parents

of (pecember) 31, 1864
Dear Parents, I will reach for the pen to write to you a little and wish that
alsc this letter will.find you in such good health as it leaves me.

Dear Parents, This morning 1 received your letter of the 25th all right
and saw that you are still quite healthy which made me very glad and I was even
more delighted with the Christmas present I found in the letter. I received
at the same time the letter ﬁy siblings wrdte ﬁe. When T opened this letter
and didn't see vour names in it I didn't know what to think. So I opened the
other letter immediately without even reading the first one. 1 was satisfied when
I found out from whom 1t was.

Dear Parents, you and my siblings have sent me more money than I asked for.
1f£ I would have known what I know mow you wouldn't have had Lo send any money
because we have veceived 2 months' pay through next weeck. Theorefore I want to
write you that you should not send me any more because I must send home some of
the money when I receive my pay. Tt would be too much to keep here with me.

Dear Tarents, I am still af my old place. Today T did some work for the
first time. I still have pain in the back. T don't know yet how Jong I will be
here. God knows who had led me here and who has maintained my life so far.
and I hope will maintain if further. If it is His will He will let me close
this year dn good health and let me begin and live through the new year healthy
and well. I wish you the same from my heart and 1 wish that you are able to
submit to God's providence as well as I can, because this is our only support.

Dear Parents, I anm quite satisfied with your letter but cannot see from it
if everything with you is still thensame it was when 1 lefr you. In vour next
letter you tell me how the horses are and evervthing clse,

I don't know where my Regiment is. 1 know only that much that it is rather
far from here. I want to close with many thousand greetings to you and remain

vour faithful son Friedrich Gilessler
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So long. CGreetings to my cousin Adam Schaadt and my {female) cousin (probably
Adam Schaadt's wife) and the whole family and all (male and female) cousins
and all their children and tell them that I wish all of them good luck., Greetings

to all neighbors and acquaintances and particularly to the preacher and his family

and greetings also to my godfather and godmother. T must Ffinish. T am with

Amen D.
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ictter from Friedrich Giessler, Nashville Tennissee

to Pgrents and siblings

of 8 (January), (1865%)
with note by person who copied F. G.'s driginal letters:

"We have replied to this on 15 January."

Much beloved Parents and Siblings, I will reach for the pen to write you
a few lines and wish that my letter finds you as healthy as it leaves ne.

I am still at my old place. T thirk there will be a change soon. Either
I will join the Regiment or I stay here as attendant for the sick. The quartermaster
and the attendants in my room are trying their best to keep me in the hospital.
If it is God's will, they will succeed. But T will follow confidentily the paths
God'has prepared for me. Then nothing will harm me. Whatever happens, I leave
everything to him. He will make it right.

I want to write you about our climate, too. It is rather cold here. It
snows almost every day but the snow doesn't stay. There is a lot of dirt and
mud but I don't have to go into it.

Dear Parents, don't be concerned about me. I am satisfied if I would only
receive a letter each day. Today I received a letter from Adam Schaadt. There
I sew that all of you are still healthy which made me happy. I would like (to
know) ifzyou havérrecéived my Br.(Briefér=-letters) or what is wrong that I
don't receive any letters from you. Since I am here I have written weekly one or
two letters. I shall write you at least weekly if I can so you hear from me even
if I den't get’any‘letters from you.

Dear Pavents, do pray for me diligently for here are rough people. Listening
to some of them could almost make one to tear out one's hair. They don't believe
neither in heaven nor in hell. They.say there is a Cod but he is not bothered
by us. Ch, prav for such people that their eyes may be opened. But their are

Christians here, tooc. And, oh, perhaps even better ones than I or vou are.



So T stay always close to those who read the book of all books (=Bible)
and take it to be therbest and as it is sa‘d in the song, Alas what am I, the
sinner to do. I know that our life is but a fog and that we are surroundéd all
the time by death and whétever bappens today I1'11 hold on to my Jesus.
I want to close with many thousand greetings to all of you and remain
your sincere son and brother
Friedrich Giessler
Write soon. Write the address as before. The letters will be.forwarded
1f T am not here any more. Greetings to all who ask for me.
UTS' Hospital
No. 13 Wart N 2

Nashville Tennisses
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/ ACT OF FEBRUARY 6, 1907,
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Acpariment of the Iuierioy,
riE commsaianEn. Burean of Peusions,

TWHashington,

It gives me pleasure to inform you that the
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{ %/5@/4’/&,&/@ _é/r é,.d,«g/gui/

late%) /6? Company /C/) ey AL 'Reglment,_%__:@gﬁ?”

and that the/certificate will soon be forwarded to the pension agent

at . A2 T el for transmittal to the beneficiary

Very truly
AN o
'
Commissioner,

n—-Rin
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