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ere Forrest and Bate Haunted by Ghosts of Stone’s River?

HOCK waves from
the Battle of Nash-
ville traveled all across
Middle Tennessee, with
raids and counter-raids
up and down the Cum-
berland River. The big-
gest and hardest fought
of all these engage-

ments could be called,
for lack of a name, the

for
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ing territory.

world.”
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Third Battle of Mur-

freesboro.

The Confederate commander
at Murfreesboro was the same
man who had commanded
Southern forces in the first
battle fought at that place in
1862 — Gen. Nathan Bedford
Forrest.

Soon after his arrival before
Nashville on Dec. 2, 1864, Gen.
John Bell Hood dispatched
Forrest with two of his divl-
sions, Jackson’s and Buford’s.
toward Murfreesboro, where

during the days

the Federals had a garrison
of 8,000 men under Gen. Lovell
Rousseau. The garrison was
well protected by formidable
works which Federals had
built around the town after
the Battle of Stone's River,
sometimes called the Battle of
Murfreesboro.

Shallow Graves

Robert Selph Henry wrote
that “the fight was over the
same fields and rocky cedar

glades where 100,000 men had ]

battled for three days, over
ground still littered with the
wreckage of that struggle and
with, here and there, the
gleam of white bones protrud-
ing from some imperfect grave
washed by the rains of two
years.”

About the same time Forrest

was sent to Murfreesboro,
Hood ordered Bate's division,
commanded by Gen. W. B.
Bate of Castalian Springs, to
proceed along the railroad to-
ward Murfreesboro, capturing
blockhouses along the way and
tearing up track. At that time
Bate’'s division was only 1,600
strong, consisting of Jackson’s,
Tyler's and Finley’s brigades,
and Slocomb’s battery.

At this time Tyler's brigade
was commanded by Gen
Thomas Benton Smith, and
Finley’s by Major Joseph Lash.

Hood did not speak to Bate
about the garrison at Mur-
freesboro, and Bate asked for
instructions. In reply Hood
estimated the garrison at 5,000
(it was 8,000) and said For-
rest’s cavalry would assist in
the operation. He told Bate to
use his own judgment, keeping
in view the object of your ex-
pedition—to destroy the rail-
road.

Took Blockhouses

Bate took the blockhouses at
Stewart's Creek, Reed’s Branch
and Smyrna and destroyed
much of the railroad, beating
off enemy attacks all day on
Dec. 4.

On the following day Bate
and Forrest joined forces at a
point four miles south of
Lavergne, With him Forrest
had two cavalry divisions, Bu-
ford’s and Jackson’s, and two
small brigades of infantry,
Sear’s and Palmer’s. The com-
bined force now numbered
perhaps 6,500 men,

Near Murfreesboro, Rous-
seau’s men occupied an exten-
sive and formidable group of
earthworks known as Fortress
Rosecrans, enclosing 200 acres
and mounting 57 guns. Forrest
led a reconnaissance in force
right up to the Federal works.
After a close study of the forti-
fications, he decided they could
not be stormed and taken by
so small a force,

Forrest Ruled

In the meantime General
Bate was taking a dim view
of the proceedings. He felt the
expedition ought to remain on
the railroad, destroying track
as ordered, and stay away
from the powerful garrison at
Murfreesboro. Forrest, ho w-
ever, outranked Bate and was
giving the orders.

While matters stood thus,
on December 7, the Federals
resolved the deadlock by
marching out of their works
to give battle. This, of course,
was just what Forrest wanted.
Lined up behind breastworks,

Thls photo of the court house at Murfrees-
boro was made during the Civil War. Two Federal
army tents and a Federal wagon appear on the
lawn. The court house is

his men prepared to receive
the Federal attack with about
an equal number of troops.
In the meantime Buford, with
a detachment, rode around
Murfreesboro and came in on
the Woodbury Pike to the
center of town, just as Forrest
had done two years before.

As the Federals approached
Forrest rode up and down the
line and said:

“Men, all | ask you to do is
hold the enemy back for 15
minutes, which will give me
sufficient time to gain their
rear with my cavalry, and |
will capture the last one of
them.”

Nathan Bedford Forrest
himself reported what hap-
pened next:

“The enemy moved holdly
forward, driving in my pickets,

Gen. Nathan B. Forrest |

Vizard of the saddle
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when the infantry, with the
exception of (Thomas Benton)
Smith’s brigade, from some
cause which I cannot explain,
made a shameful retreat, losing
two pieces of our artillery. I
seized the colors of our re-
treating troops and endeav-
ored to rally them, but they

could not be moved by any
entreaty or appeal to their
patriotism. Major-General Bate
did the same thing, but was
equally as unsuccessful as my-
self. I hurriedly sent Major
Strange of my staff to Briga-
dier Generals Armstrong and
Ross of Jackson’'s division,
with orders to say to them
that everything depended on
their cavalry. They proved
themselves equal to the emer-
gency by charging on the
enemy, thereby checkmg his
further advance.”

During this retreat an eye-
witness said that Forrest was
in a magnificent rage. Seeing
a Confederate color bearer
running to the rear he shot
the man down, seized the
colors and shouted, “Rally,
men—for God’s sake, rally!”

But the men “broke around
him as water breaks around a
rock,” as Andrew Lytle put it.
And finally Forrest threw the
flag, staff and all at an officer
who was outrunning his men.

Federals Fell Back

The upshot of it all was that
the Federals, hearing of Bu-
ford’s approach in their rear,
and faced by new cavalry
forces in front, fell back into
their works. Bate was ordered

back to Nashville, and both
Forrest and Hood thought his
infantry had behaved badly.
Bate, however, said the cav-
alry gave no warning of the
Federal approach, and if the
cavalry did any fighting at
all, he was not aware of it.

Bate was replaced by A. J.
Smith’s brigade = under the
command of Col. Charles H.
Olmstead, and his division got
back to Nashville in time to
participate in the great battle
of Dec. 15-16.

Regarding the fight at Mur-
freesboro, Forrest later re-
ported:

“I did not fall back for the
purpose of drawing the enemy
out, but because he drove me
back. The infantry sent me I
do not think can be relied on
to charge the enemy’s work.

. The affair today was
most disgraceful, all the men
and most of the officers, with
the exception of Smith’s bri-
gade, having fled in confusion
at the first approach of the
enemy.

“The artillery was handled
well but the only thing that
saved the army was Arm-
strong’s and Ross’ getting in
the enemy’s rear and charg-
ing them, thereby checking

their advance.”—N. B. Forrest.

It ought to be added that
Forrest did not criticize Bate
personally, regarding him as
a gallant officer and a brave
man. After the war Bate was
elected to the U.S. Senate
from Tennessee.

Forrest remained in the
vielnity of Murfreesboro after
the battle, though making no

attempt to attack the fortifi-
cations. As for the Federals,
they seemed content to re-
main within their lines.

While Forrest remained in
the vicinity of Murfreeshoro
a part of his men were near
their homes. In Company C of
the Second Tennessee Cavalry
every man went home except
one lieutenant. One of these
men, J. E, J. Hawkins, was
killed near Auburn.

When Hood was defeated
at Nashville he immediately
ordered the return of Forrest.
The order to move came just
as a Confederate regiment

was about to fall upon a Fed-
eral cavalry company com-
manded by Col. Joseph Black-
burn. Forrest swept across
country, and with Gen. Ed-
ward Walthall’'s division,
formed a valiant rear guard
for the Confederate retreat
across the Tennessee,
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Brentwood Cee Bee. . . . . . . Brentwood
Bridgeway Cee Bee . . . . . . Old Hickory
C&S Cee Bee. . . . . . 2615 Lebanon Road
Conquest Cee Bee . . . 3910 Clarksville Rd.
Dorris Cee Bee. . . . . 1400 McGavock Rd.
Hillview Cee Bee . . . . . . Charlotte Pike
Jerry & Alfred Cee Bee . . 1210 8th Ave., N.
Jerry & Alfred Cee Bee . . . . 921 N. st St
Malene Cee Bee . . ....... Madison
Malone Cee Bee . . . . . . . Goodlettsville
Malone Cee Bee . . . . . 4000 Gallatin Rd.
Nelson Cee Bee . . . . . 5115 Harding Rd.
Otey Cee Bee . . . ... 1801 Jefferson St.
Vintson Cee Bee. . . . . 1001 Riverside Dr.
Woodlawn Cee Bee . . . 2814 Woodlawn Dr.

OUT OF TOWN
A&M Cee Bee. . . . . . Chapel Hill, Tenn.
Bennett Cee Bee . . . . . Cookeville, Tenn.
Bob Lynch Cee Bee . . . Hohenwald, Tenn.
Bob’s Cee Bee. . . . . . . Russellville, Ky.
Crockett & Wade Cee Bee, Franklin, Tenn.

YOU’LL SAVE

VIORE
AT YOUR

CEE BEE

Cundiff Cee Bee. . . . . . . Smyrna, Tenn,

Curtis Cee Bee. . . . . . Alexandria, Tenn,
D&F Cee Bee. . . . . . Bowling Green, Ky.
Davis Cee Bee . . . . Murfreeshoro, Tenn,
DeanJr.Cee Bee . . . . . . . Guthrie, Ky.
Dicks Cee Bee . . . . . . . Lehanon, Tenn,
Dixie Foods Cee Bee . . . Lewishurg, Tenn.
Dixie Foods Cee Bee. . . . . Pulaski, Tenn,
Dollar Cee Bee. . . . . . Springfield, Tenn.
Doug & Mack’s Cee Bee. . . Scottsville, Ky.
Douglas Cee Bee. . . . . Greenbrier, Tenn.
Dycus Cee Bee . . . . . Gaineshoro, Tenn.
E. B. Estes Cee Bee. . . . Smithville, Tenn,
Economy Cee Bee . . . . . . Adairville, Ky.
Fairfield Cee Bee. . . . . Centerville, Tenn.
Farmers Cee Bee. . . . . . . Paducah, Ky.
H. H. Ferguson Cee Bee . . Decherd, Tenn.
Gallatin Cee Bee . . . . . . Gallatin, Tenn,
Hamilton Cee Bee . . . . . . Celina, Tenn.
Hammond Cee Bee. . . . . . Franklin, Ky.

Hershel Meador’s Cee Bee . Portland, Tenn.
Knowles Cee Bee. . . . . . . Sparta, Tenn.

Lentz Cee Bee . . . . . McMinnville, Tenn.
Mutts Cee Bee . . . . . Winchester, Tenn.
Miller & Proby Cee Bee . . . Cowan, Tenn.
Mittwede Cee Bee . . . . Shelbyville, Tenn.
Monterey Cee Bee . . . . Monterey, Tenn.
Napier Cee Bee . . . . . . Lafayette, Tenn.
Napier Cee Bee. . . . . .". . Celina, Tenn.
Nelms Cee Bee. . . . . . Livingston, Tenn.
Nu Store Cee Bee . . . . White Bluff, Tenn.
Paschal Cee Bee. . . . . . Arrington, Tenn.
Posey’s Cee Bee . . . . . Hopkinsville, Ky.
Rawl’s CeeBee . . . . . . . . . Cadiz, Ky.
Robinson Cee Bee. . . . . . Pegram, Tenn.
Russell Cee Bee. . . . ... Hartsville, Tenn.
Rush & Atkins Cee Bee. Thompkinsville, Ky.
Sav-Way Cee Bee . . . . . Carthage, Tenn.
Shelton Cee Bee. . . . . . . . Benton, Ky.
Spencer Cee Bee . . . . Cornersville, Tenn.
Shephard’s Cee Bee . . . . . Adams, Tenn,
Spring St.Cee Bee 1 . . .. Cookeville, Tenn.
Spring St. Cee Bee 2 . . . Cookeville, Tenn.
Tipps Cee Bee . . . . . . . Waverly, Tenn.
University Cee Bee. . . . . Sewanee, Tenn.




