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A 'Secesh Scratch-Cat’ Fina

OW DID Nashville’s
girls take to the
boys in blue, who ruled
the city with military
clickety-clack for three

long years?

It's safe to say that the
girls who stayed home
shared the antagonism for the
Federalg held by citizens in
general. For the most part,
there was no love lost be-
tween Yankee soldiers and
Nashvillians. The mutual hos-
tility was so thick you could
cut it with a knife.

Any Christmas that passed
in the city during those years
could have been called a “blue
Christmas.” In 1862 Nash-
ville’s Daily Union, in its edi-
tions for Dec. 24-25, made just
one reference to Christmas.
And that said:

“The public are hereby noti-
fied that there will be no
passes issued from this office
on Christmas Day.

“Permits to carry mer-
chandise beyond the lines of
this army will not be
granted.”

That order was signed by
¥ederal General W. S. Rose-
crans, in command at Nash-
ville. What it meant was
that no Nashville girl, wife or
mother could carry a scarf, a
pair of shoes or a pound cake
to a sweetheart, a husband or
a son in Bragg’s Confederate
army at Murfreesboro. The
same thing applied, of course,
when Hood's troops were
camped just outside the city
during the Battle of Nashville.
A Military City

A*Federal writer described
how Nashville looked during
the occupation:

“Nashville was now a mili-
tary city. It was girdled
with a waist of formidable
fortifications and encircled by
a zone of warlike camps.

“It's proud capltol, grace-
ful*and beautiful, upon the
crown of a rocky hill, was a
castle frowning with great

uns on its battlements and

ristling with glittering bay-
onets.

“The streets were barricaded
with cotton and earthen para-
pets. St. Cloud Hill, once the
cynosure of the Rock City,
was a menacing fortress grin-
ning at traitors in the rear
anduscowling at armed Rebels
in front.

“The tramp of hated sold-
lery and the ominous rumble
of cannon wheels echoed in
the.stony streets. A sad mix-
ture of luxury and desolation
excited generous commisera-
tion. The dwellings were full
of rich furniture, but the mar-
kets were bare and money
scant. Most of the able-bodied
male population had gone to
war. Scarcely a score of hale
young men remained in the
city.

“There had been mourning
In almost every leading family,
and: there was woe in store
which they had not drawn.”

An Angel
Stands
Over All

The Battle of Nashville
montument, originally dedi-
cated as the Peace monument,
stands on Franklin Road at
Thompson Lane. The monu-
ment was erected and dedi-
cated in 1927 by Ladies’ Battle-
field Association through the
efforts of its president, Mrs.
James E, Caldwell.

The two charging steeds at
the base of the monument,
representing the North and
South, are held in check by a
youth symbolical of later gen-
erations in America’s two
world wars. Atop the monu-
ment the angel of peace looks
down on the bronze figures
and. protects them with her
wings.

Sculptor of the monument
was. G. Moretti, and funds
were contributed by patriotic
citizens of Tennessee and other
states,

Peace Monument
On Franklin Road

Newspaper advertisements
during the occupation indicate.
in spite of this report, that
not all the markets were bare.
A housewife could buy groc-
eries — if she had Federal
money.

Fresh Oysters

Bacon, hams, sugar, soap,
fish, starch, brooms and other
supplies were available. Prices
were not printed — perhaps
because they were so high as
to be unmentionable. .

The Capital Restaurant and
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Boys in blue get not so much as a smile from a passing belle of old Nashville.

Oyster Saloon on Cedar Street
advertised that it was “always
supplied with all delicacies of
the season — fresh oysters,
game and fish, and also fancy
groceries and confections.”

The fact was that the people
of the city, as the war went on
year after year, had little with
which to celebrate Christmas,
or any other holiday. William
Lamers writes:

“In wealthy homes pantries
were bare, silver coffee pots
empty, and fine china plates
held scanty rations ... Money
was scarce.”

If any Southern sympathiz-
ers did have money, military
Gov. Andrew Johnson planned
to relieve them of it. He would
use it, he said, for a charitable
purpose. A number of wives

and children of Confederate
soldiers were without support,
and Johnson proposed to help
them by collecting money
from people who had it—at
the point of the bayonet.
Johnson then levied assess-
ments against all “rebels”
who refused to take the
loyalty oath. And these reluc-

tant philanthropists had to
dig deep, whether they wanted
to or not.

Among the leading Nash-
villians who were forced to
contribute were John Over-
ton, Washington Barrow,
Neill S. Brown, Mrs, Lazinka
Brown, Dr. W. K. Bowling and
Dr. W. A. Cheatham. Overton,
under a heavy assessment,
finally took the oath to escape
financial ruin. :

But despite all the antag-
onism and misery in the air,
boys and girls did sometimes
have an eye for each other—

ly Married a Yank

Ida Hamilton consented to be
his wife.

Ida’s mother, called “Aunt
Loulie,” by Mrs. Mary T. Orr,
who lives in Nashville today,
disapproved of the marriage,
as did the rest of the family.
The general could marry her
daughter, she said, but has
must not wear that blue uni-
form at the wedding.

Thruston was willing to go
along with this—until he visit-
ed the minister’s study at
First Presbyterian Church,
where the wedding was to
take place. There, behind the
altar, hung pictures of Jeffer-
son Davis and Robert E. Lea.
The sight so incensed Thrus-
ton that he showed up for tha
wedding wearing his blue regi-
mentals after all.

But that turned out all
right, because ‘“Aunt Loulie”
didn’t see him. She couldn’t
bring herself to ecome down
and see her daughter married
to a Yankee general,

such cases are mentioned by
Mrs. James E. Caldwell in her
memories of wartime Nash-
ville.

One of the best known wed-
dings of a Nashville girl with
a Federal officer was that of
Miss Ida Hamilton, a cousin
of John Thompson, to Gen.
Gates Thruston.

It was said that the couple
met during the war at Glen
Leven. Thruston, then a Fed-
eral colonel, was stationed
nearby. When the colonel
came in the parlor, Ida Hamil-
ton flounced out of the room,
holding her voluminous skirts
tightly so they wouldn’t brush
the hated blue uniform. She
must have made some cutting
remark, since Thruston called
her a “Secesh scratch-cat.”

colonel, now a general, was
stationed in Nashville with

the army of occupation, and

Romance Wins » -
In the end, however, ro- : i
mance triumphed. The year

after the war was over the General Thruston

"

. . . a batile of which a contrary event would have essentially
varied the drama of the world in all its subsequent scenes”

Sir Edward S. Creasy “The 15 Decisive Battles of the World”

as if he were an eye-witness . . . .

STANLEY F. HOR

accurately and colorfully wraps up each event of . . . .

“THE DECISIVE BATTLE

=27 OF NASHVILLE”
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“THE, DECISIVE BATTIE OF NASHVILE" ot $3.00 per copy.
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In more homes, offices, :
stores and factories than any

other make AIR CONDITIONER . . .

«/\.. MODERN NATURAL GAS HEATING

é@ AND AIR CONDITIONING by Carrier

re--

Installed artd Serviced by one of
Nashville’s Oldest Carrier Dealers!

1700 8th Ave., S.

AIR CONDITIONED

—Yes, built into the U.S. Atomic Sub Nautilus, is a unique air
circulation and temperature control system . . . BUILT BY
CARRIER. An “air conditioned submarine” may sound strange
to you, but believe-you-me, it is essential to the welfare of its crew,
especially when the temperatues within the sub may vary as much
as 100 degrees. The tremendous heat generated by its nuclear
reactors produces steam for its propulsion, and any seaman knows
how hot a turbine room can get and he also knows how cold a
ship can get below the waterline.

Carrier engineers developed a unit for this great submarine that
efficiently balances these varying temperatures without any con-
nection with the sea outside.

CLOSER TO HOME we find that Nashville’s giant municipal

auditorium has an air conditioning system that was designed to -
cope with the tremendous temperatures that can build up under a

dome roof 600 feet in diameter. Four Carrier centrifugal units

of 1400 ton capacity were installed and have worked beautifully

and have functioned with power to spare.
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