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Founder of Foster & Creighton

Confederate Map-Maker Wilbur Foster Helped Build a City

AJ. WILBUR FOS-

TER, who drew
- the map of the battle-
field at Nashville re-
produced on the last
page of this section,
was one of the most
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* the Civil War.

famous engineers and
map makers who ever
lived in Nashville.
Founder of the still-ac-
tive firm of Foster &
Creighton, he died in
1922 at the age of 88.

This suspension bridge across the Cumberland
River at Nashville is believed to be the one built
Maj. Wilbur Foster during the first year after
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New South? Lost Cause?

Not for

A native of Springfield,
Mass.,, Major Foster came to
Nashville as a young man and

" worked as a civil engineer on

the building of early railroads
in Middle Tennessee, During
the decade before the Civil
War he worked on several
smaller roads, including the
Central Southern and Edge-

field and Kentucky, which
were later absorbed by the
L&N.

His Work Endures

Major Foster was the engi-
neer in charge of building the
first railway bridge across the
Cumberland at Nashville. This
bridge was burned by Con-
federates in 1862 and was re-
placed with a new superstruc-
ture to handle heavy equip-
ment, The masonry work, how-
ever, is as sturdy today as
when the major built it, more
than a hundred years ago.

At the outbreak of the Civil
War Wilbur Foster joined
Company C of the Rock City
Guards, Nashville, and as a
private soldier was detailed by
Gov. Isham G. Harris to forti-
fy the Cumberland and Ten-
nessee rivers. He reported that
Fort Henry, on the Tennessee,
was below the high water
level, and when the governor
“poohed-poohed” his report,
later proved accurate, he asked
to be returned to his regiment,
the First Tennessee.

located the water
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Maj. Wilbur Foster
Builder, mapper, engineer

batteries at  Fort Donelson,
which were the first shore in-
stallations to win a victory
over Foote's fleet of Federal
gunboats. Promoted to the
rank of major, he was at-
tached to the staff of Gen.
A. P. Stewart during the At-
lanta, campaign, and was offi-
cially commended for his mili-

tary maps, location and con-
struction of breastworks, rifle
pits and other fortifications
around Atlanta.

Honeymoon Delayed

After the war Foster opened
an engineering business in
Nashville, and in 1884 merged
it with the 'contracting firm of
Foster & Creighton. In 1866

DEX e

N

ow specializing in FURNITU

he rebuilt the steel suspension
bridge across the river at
Nashville, and the same year
married Elizabeth Nichol, He
delayed his honeymoon until
the bridge could be opened to
traffic.

That same year, too, Foster
built the city’s first street rail-
In 1868 he prepared a

way.
map of Davidson County
which is more detailed than

any done since, showing roads,
streams and the names of
many residents of rural sec-
tions. A copy of this map is
now owned by the Tennessee
Historical Society, a gift of
Stanley F. Horn.

Among his’ other engineer-
ing jobs in Nashville were the
laying out of West End Av-
enue and Belmont Boulevard,
the building of the Nashville
& Fairgrounds street railway
(the fairground was then' at
Centennial Park) and the con-
struction of heavy retaining

walls around the State Cap-

itol on Capitol Hill.
All-Day Cigars

Many stories were told
about the Major, who lived to
be 88 years old. He smoked
cigars, and when the doctor
cut him down to one a day he
ordered cigars made eight
inches long and an inch in
diameter—sort of an all-day

cigar, Every morning he
walked to work — from his
home at Seventeenth and

West End to his office at
Fourth and Church.

Serving with Hood's Army
of Tennessee, Major Foster
helped stake out the battle
line at Nashville, and latter
drew an accurate map of the
battlefield which was pub-
lished in the Confederate Vet-
eran magazine, published at
Nashville.
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Major Foster's battle map,
sponsored as an advertisement
by Nashville’s Third National
Bank, appears in color on the

back page of this section. It
shows positions of Federal and
Confederate battle lines on

both days of the battle, and
even the homes of many citi-
zens who lived in the area.

It is interesting to note that
“Montgomery’s” on Cedar
Lane appears with the name,
but no dot for the house. It
is generally believed that the

Montgomery house was burned
during the war, and was not
standing at the time of the
battle. The old Montgomery
carriage house is still stand-
ing near the site of the old
house atop the hill on Cedar
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